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March  13,  1939 


Mr.  W.  C.  Lawill 

Bear  Lannrills 

It  vaa  a  pleasure  indeed  to  have  a  few 
ifovd0  vlth  you  in  Lexington  during  iiisr  recent  vieit 
thjsre  and  eapeoially  to  leam  of  your  interest  in 
the  preservation  of  the  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  Siome, 

You  vill  pleaee  find  attached  to  this 
letter  a  carlKsn  copy  of  a  letter  vhioh  I  have  written 
to  Mr«  Golden,  the  preemt  oimer  of  the  property, 

Hs  is  vory  mcii  inclined  to  derelop  the  jhto-^ 
perty  himself  mvi  he  adriaee  me  tliat  tiie  lease  on  the 
im&s'merr^  rung  oat  tills  anriag,    IThia  fact  would,  I 
think;  mko  it  qpite  naoessary  to  act  prcan^tly  if  any 
oivio  mrmoist  Is  att««^tod  to  conserre  the  property* 

While  there  I  had  an  opportunity  to  look  the 
place  orer  sammrhBt  end  it  seens  to  m»  that  it  is  in 
an  excellent  stat@  of  preserreetion  and  eould  he  restored 
to  its  original  $itate  with  very  little  eaQPfnae. 

It  se«as  to  ma  that  here  is  one  family  that 
night  he  r«q^Bentative  of  tmw  Kentucicy  faailies  which 
gave  their  support  to  both  sides  in  the  terrihle  Civil 
War.   Would  not  Lexington  he  the  place  to  preserve  eox&e 
hcsse  ^^ch  is  e^nibolioal  of  the  torn  relationship  caused 
by  this  struggle?  Woiild  not  the  hcBw  of  the  Todd's  serve 
as  a  siontaoent  to  the  stricken  faailles  who  beoasM  divided 
by  the  great  question  that  was  before  the  people? 

It  would  appear  to  me,  knowing  the  oitisens  of 
Lexington  as  I  do,  that  for  the  WKfe  sake  of  historical 
,  this  is  ooa  house  that  should  no  longer 
be  desecrated  by  cosmon  business  dealings  or  dissipated 
by  ecmtinual  use  i^ieh  points  toward  deterioration. 

It  seems  to  mo,  Mr.  Loifvill,  that  you  are  the 
key  man  in  this  situation  and  having  observed  many  exaaqplee 
of  your  ability  to  engineer  and  direct  extensive  programs, 
I  am  sure  you  could  adapt  yourself  to  this  project  in  a 
very  fine  way. 


Mr.  W.  C.  LactwlU  -S-         Mareh  13,  1959 


Of  course,  joa  bare  Mr.  Townseod,  a  rtirj 
famous  Lincoln  ertudflnt  there  In  Lezlngtim  bat  eoae 
tloe  local  prejtidleee  stand  In  the  vaj  of  one*e 
asenming  to  great  respcmslbilitiee  for  fear  of 
Jealousies       eoMstlaes  direct  oppositi<m. 

If  joBL  iV)e:.  it  VDold  be  at  all  b«iefieial 
for  as  to  CGoe  to  Lexiagton  after  70a  have  talked 
with  Vbp,  TovDsend  end  give  a  series  of  addresses 
before  lunclMMn  groove,  vonan's  clubs,  etc.,  I  voold 
be  hagppy  indeed  to  do  so  at      own  expense,  without 
ai:ar;!^^ll€Eatiosi  at  all  resting  upon  your  fpeoa^^ 

Of  course,  I  voald  anticipate  a  sufficient 
msftber  of  addmues,  saj  orer  a  period  of  tvo  dagrs,  to 
ayee  the  project  worth  vhlle  and  you  vlll  obs«nre  trca, 
the  eaolosed  booklet  sobs  of  the  groupsvhieli  si^t  be 
reached  aoiBL  that  haie  a  t^^isl  ineterest  in  the  de- 
▼elopsBttBt  of  the  Todi  attaoried.. 

Mill       iwi?  '^vtm  trktii-'S-liv-  TowHoand  coa- 
f Identi&liy  ^6*5.  see  vhttiSieit  or  not  he  feels  it  would 
"bp  mLne  far  ns  to  cam  to  Leodngton  eam»  tlae 

la  tiis  list&e&st  -cf  ti»  ifoay  "So^  liom^^  ^^V^  kindest 
i»ei%oiial '  re^n:^^  sol 

V4!gfy  trojy  ycntrs. 


samuel  m.  wilson 
president 
Lexington,  Ky. 


KEEN  JOHNSON 
vice  president 
Richmond,  Ky. 


innes  s.  ross 
secretary-treasurer 
Carlisle,  ky. 


Y      Pioneer  National  Monument  Association 


C.  FRANK  DUNN 
Sole  Distributor 
DANIEL  BOONE  COINS 
■mifl  sKmfMawei. 
Lexington,  Kentucky 


INCORPORATED 
Organized    by  the 

Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial  Commission 

Lexington,  Kentucky 

Preston  Arras,  High  and  Rose  Sts.» 
December  30,  1942. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Director,  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: - 

Replying  to  yours  of  the  15th,  Sterling  D.  Coke  is  Vice-President  of 
the  Van  Deren  Hardware  Co.,  118  Merino  St.,  which  is  in  the  rear  of  and  on  part  of 
the  "lot"  of  the  Mary  Todd  Home,  in  a  large,  modem,  brick  wholesale  house.  I 
suspect  that  Coke's  father-in-law,  Frank  Van  Deren,  fellow  Rotariein  of  many  years' 
standing,  had  much  to  do  with  the  purchase  of  the  Home.    I  had  several  talks  with 
Mr.  Van  Deren  about  two  years  ago,  to  get  a  complete  description  of  the  "grounds" 
where  his  former  retail  store  stood,  on  Main  Street  between  Mill  and  Broadway, 
and  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  my  voluntary  work  to  preserve  shrines.    What  I 
was  after  in  the  talk  about  the  Main  Street  store  was  to  "hem  in"  the  actual  fort 
site  and  its  proximity  to  the  nearby  "Public  Spring"- -which  is  beneath  the  Porccll 
Store,  but  no  one  seems  to  know,  or  at  least  care  much,  about  it  today. 

The  Mary  Todd  Home  has  a  very  interesting^history ,  which  I  have  in  my 
notes  to  be  published  in  the  two-volume  book  on  historic  houses  if  and  when  the  war 
ends.    My  venerable  friend,  the  late  James  M.  Roche  (who  was  a  sly  old  Irish  fox, 
whom  every  writer  solicited  to  try  to  find  out  about  some  "lost"  link  in  their  re- 
search, by  the  simple  means  of  urging  him  to  quiz  me)  very  casually  asked  me,  on 
three  occasions,  about  the  origin  and  history  of  the  Mary  Todd  Home — on  each  occasion, 
just  after  he  had  mentioned  that  my  good  friend,  Will  Townsend,  had  been  in  to  see  him. 
I  told  Mr.  Roche  I  wanted  to  save  a  FEW  things  for  my  OWN  book,  and  that  would  be  one 
of  the  few.    That  information,  however,  is  of  course  only  of  local  interest  and  has 
no  connection  whatever  with  the  Todds  or  Lincoln.  This  mnn  item  does,  however,  and  if 
you  publish  anything  about  the  house,  you  are  at  perfect  liteerty  to  use  it: 


Almost  immediately  after  Lincoln  "freed  the  slaves,"  the  owner  of  the  lot  across 
the  alley  (Merino  St.)  from  the  Todd  House  sold  at  a  fancy  price  "the  lot  deeded  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  wife,  and  others,"  for  the  erection  of  the  present  African  Church. 
When  I  referred  to  the  deed  mentioned,  I  found  that  Lincoln  and  his  wife  (all  by  proxy) 
signed  at  the  end  of  a  long^list  of  heirs,  but  I  guess  the  fellow  who  sold  it  remembered 
that  the~""last  sTiall~^e~fTrst "--especially  when  such  a  good  real  estate  stunt  offered. 
A  student  from  the  Univ.  of  Ky.  history  class  spent  three  days,  about  two  years  ago, 
in  the  deed  book  room  trying  to  find  the  "original  signature  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  that 
African  Church  lot."    I  showed  him  that  it  was  signed  by  Geo. B.Kinkead, attorney-in-fact, 
but  he  went  on  searching  and  said  he  was  looking  for  the  ORIGINAL! 
Happy  New  Year.  Sincerely, 


C.  Frank  Dunn. 


Jsxaiary  ?,  19)^3 


Mr.  Stirling  P.  Coloe 
Tmx  I}9ren  Sbjpdwart  Co. 
1X8  Merino  St. 

Vfy  dtar  Mr.  Goto: 

Vd  !mvo  ^ufit  loamed  her*  at  tho  Linooln  foundation 
tliat  you  haT»  acquired  tho  Hary  Todd  Hocso  in  Lexington  lAiioh  is 
good  nevs  indeed  for  aU  thoee  \rho  are  interested  in  historio  eites. 

Saying  spent  eeTerel  years  in  LeiUngton  at  Transylyania 
ttoklTersity  I  am  eepeeially  interested  in  the  preBsrvation  of  this 
ehrlne. 

There  is  no  voiaan  in  all  i^rican  history  lAio  has  1>een 
aiore  greatly  misrepresented  than  Nary  T*dd  and  I  think  the 
preseryatlon  of  her  home  erentually  vill  have  very  naeh  to  do  in 
ehaoging  national  opinion  about  her. 

Under  separate  eover  I  am  f orvarding  a  f ev  little  papers 
I  hay*  vritt«n  ahout  Mary  Todd  and  haying  louwn  nsifters  of  the 
family  residing  in  Lexington  at  the  time  I  vas  in  school  there 
mueh  that  I  haya  learned  has  ooine  dlreet  trm,  the  family. 

We  puhlish  here  at  the  Foundation  a  little  bulletin  oalled 
liinooln  Lore"  tdiioh^  vill  find  among  the  eaelosures  and  this 
is  sent  gratuitously  to  those  Interested  in  Abraham  Llnooln.  Ve 
would  be  pleased  to  inolude  your  name  if  you  vould  oare  to  be 
botiiered  vith  the  pttblioati<m. 

We  trust  that  your  ao^uisition  of  the  hosne  vill  be  looked 
upon  as  a  fine  gesture  on  the  part  of  Lexington  to  preserye  the 
house  in  idiloh  its  most  famous  vonan  liyed. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAW:\M 


Direotor 


1^,  C.  Traiik  Dunn 
Hig}!  and  Bom  Struts 

%  Qmx  yt.  Damn 

Tbank  you  t«X7  moh  fog?  y<arT«ry  informative  lotter 
and  Z  am  taking  oooaaim  to  vritd  to  I'Sr.  Cok»  oongratuXating 
him  oa  the  presarratlon  of  tlie  Hosoi.    X  trust  he  say  ©noouraged 
to  restocre  it  to  its  arigiml  fom  bo  that  a  shrine  inay  he  sRde 
oat  of  it, 

VishijQg  you  the  (greetiogs  of  the  Season^  I  am 

Very  traly  yoorfli 


Direotor 


Lexungton  Ky.  July  7th.  1942 

Mr.   Lewis  A.  Farren; 
Lincoln  Life  Insuranoe  Co. 
Ft.  Wayne  Ind 

Daer  Mr.  Warren: 

There  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  sell  the  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln  Home  on  T?est  Main  at,   fcjeveral  ye^^rs  ago  I  was  in- 
tensely interestea  to  buy  it  as  a  Shrine  for  the  Woman's  Christian 
Temperance  tOnion  and  run  it  as  a  shrine,  combining  in  some  way 
the  lives  of  the  three  Mary  Todd,  Frances  Beaucharap,  and  G.W,  Bain, 

I  am  sure  it  could  not  be  done  that  way,  but 
the  other  day  I  found  a  man  had  bouy,ht  it  ^  nd  wanted  to  sell, 
so  three  of  us  met  him    nd  talked  it  all  over.  We  as  an  organization 
have  no  money,  but  ^'^e  hi^ve  lots  of  grit,  and  if  I  was  about  40 
instead  of  nearly  80  I  Tould  undertake  to  get  the  money  and  run  it 
though  I  know  Kentucky  is  not  so  crazy  about  Lincoln  as  I  think 
any  hero  worshiper  should  be, 

Mr.  Wilson  is  offering  it  to  us  for  $8500.00 
with  a  down  payment  and  over  a  period  of  5    years  to  pay  for  it. 
There  is  at  present  a  beer  saloon  in  the  large  room  on  the 
corner  which  would  cancel  our  willingness  to  buy  ju^t  now  if 
we  had  the  money,     I  talked  to  Mr.   Townsend  and  he  is  so  insis 
tant  on  some  one  making  it  a  Shrine  ana  is  terribly  worried 
about  it  being  lost  to  Ky  and  it  being  the  only  real  land  mark 
in  tact  anywhere  to  commemaiorate  Mary  or  Lincoln's  life  here. 

Now,  I  am  writing  you  to  see  if  it  -"'ould  be 
possible  for  the  Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Co, to  get  interested  in 
this  project  before  it  is  too  late  and  do  something  about  it, 
I  would  not  have  any  idea  what  to  suggest,  but  this  I  feel  bxb 


sure  if  it  could,  be  bought  and  saved  for  the  idea  of  a  Shrine 
that  soraehov/  and  in  some  way,  our  organization  might  run  it  for 
the  buyer.  Of  course  I  can  not  make  a  definite  promise,  but  it 
seems  to  me  some  of  us  interested  in  it  should  take  some  steps 
towards  holding  it  for  the  purpose  it  should  be  used, 

I  wish  you  were  here  that  •"■e  might  talk  it  over  and 
see  what  you  would  advise  your  company  to  do  and  then  what  we 
coula  help  to  do  also. 

Mr,  Wilson  told  me  last  nij.;ht  he  was  likely  to  advertize 
it  for  one  week  right  away  and  then  put  it  up  for  public  auction. 
Me  is  getting  $30.00  per  month  for  the  Beer  saloon  and  $40.00 
per  mo  for  a  rooming  house,   so  it  is  netting  him  ,fl00. 00  per  mo. 

Please  give  this  your  earnest  consiaeration  and  talk 
it  over  with  your  officials  end  see  if  th 

exhibited.  .  ^^-e  .s  any  interest 


4 


Mrs.  lorah  B.  Taylor 
113^  BlotamoDd  Bd. 
LexlngtoQ,  Ky. 

My  dear  Mrs,  Taylor: 

It  vas  eo  good  to  hear  from  you  and  learn  that  you 
are  still  very  active  In  the  cause  to  vhlch  you  hare  given  . 
«uch  of  your  life. 

It  le  to  be  greatly  regretted  that  the  preeerratlon 
of  the  Mary  Todd  Hana-ie  not  l*- a>  c  -^^^^ but  I  do  trust 
flonethlng  nay  be  done  to  preserve  It.  ^ 

A  couple  of  years  ago  I  took  up  tihe  natter  of 
acquiring  the  Mary  Tod^  Home  vlth  the  officers  of  the  Company 
but  ve  are  eo  curtailed  in  our  Investment  program  by  State  Lavs 
that  It  vlll'be  Impossible  for  us  to  acquire  any  real  estate 
such  ae  the  Mary  Todd  Eome.    I  vlll  take  the  ntter  up  vlth 
them  again,  however,  to  see  vhether  or  not  any  different 
interpretation  can  be  placed  upon  the  problem. 

I  should  be  very  anxious,  indeed,  to  hear  vhat 
does  become  of  the  property  if  it  Is  sold. 

Tou  vlll  please  find  enclosed  a  little  bulletin 
I  printed  on  Nery  Todd,  vhlch  I  think  might  be  of  Interest  to 
you. 

Very  truly  yours. 


IAV:SB 

Enc.  Director 


* 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  KENTUCKY 

DANIEL  BOONE  BICENTENNIAL  COMiMISSION 


PHOENIX  HOTEfc: 
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SAMUEL    M.    WILSON.    LEXINGTON,  CHAIRMAN 
J.    T.    DORRIS,    RICHMOND,    1ST  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
MRS.  JOUETT  TAYLOR  CANNON,  FRANKFORT. 

2ND  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
INNES    B.    ROSS.    CARLISLE.  TREASURER 
C.   FRANK   DUNN,   LEXINGTON,  SECRETARY 


'^An  Empire  is  his  sepulchre.  His  epitaph  is  Fame. 
Commissioners: 

R.   C.   BALLARD  THRUSTON.  LOUISVILLE 

LUCIEN    BECKNER.  LO'JISVILLE 

MRS.   GRANT  E.   LILLY.  RICHMOND 

KE-IN   JOHNSON.  RICHMOND 

MRS.   WALTER   F.    ROGERS.  WINCHESTER 

ARTHUR  BRADEN.  LEXINGTON 

GOVERNOR  mmYKhUMSOm^  Ex-Officio 


W.    R.    SHACKELFORD,  RICHMOND 
HARRY  B.   MACKOY.  COVINGTON 
A.    GORDON   SULSER.  MaysVILLE 
JAMES    L.    ISENBERG.  HARRODSBURO 
WM.   BOONE  DOUGLASS.  HONORARY, 
WASHINGTON, 


December  10,  194i. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  "/r.rrerij 

Direcior,  Lincoln  liational  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  '.Ta^ne,  Ind.  . 
Derr  "3r.  I^bvi  en : 

Replj'ing  to  j^our  goorl  letter  the  End,  the  Iviary  Todd  Horae  was  sold 
n'i  ruction  recently  and  purchased  by  Sterling  D,  Coke,  vho  stated  that  he  vould  pre- 
serve it  to  be  made  an  histories!  shrine  after  the  -.var. 

Ten  years  ar:o ,  upon  my  return  io  Lexington  from  Frankfort,  -.vhere  as 
editor  of  the  i.entucl.y  Progress  Magazine  I  had  the  pleasure  often  of  featuring  the. 
;,"iy  Todd  Home,  in  the  hope  that  someone  v/ould  be  aroused  to  acquire  it  for  a  shrine, 
Z  j'oined  a  small  group  -vho  tried  to  get  an  option  on  the  house.     The  o^^'ner  i^/ould  not 
,;;jve  an  option,  but  named  r-  price  of  :4i20,000,  which  was  prohibitive  and  v/e  dropped  the 
matter.    Lrter,  the  owner  offered  to  sell  for  tiil5,000,  but  still  would  not  give  an  option. 

G'ddenly,  a  year  or  so  ago,  when  the  rapidly  approaching  war  crisis 
.;as  rendering  futile  ;  ny  pi  opo &ed  .  plans  for  raising  funds,  the  o\».'ner  offered  the  house 
for  cplE,50C,  w/i  th  ?  hint  that  it  could  be  bought  at  less.     I  refused  to  do  anything 
about  it,  "^'i?  o"-y-jr,  "ho  desired  to  sell  and  remove  from  Lexington,  advertised  it 

in  the  cIf c  r i  "i  e  :i  columns-- "the  fsmous  fcary  Todd  Lincoln  nome"-~for  sale.     A  local  man, 
'rho  I  \vas  informed  )  ^  :  ioi  liti  es  in  commercipli  zing  the  house,  bought  it  for  -jiT^OOj 

I  \s/as  informed.     A  protest  against  its  contemplated  use  was  filled  by  the  Colored  Church, 
ov.  +  -je  opposite  corner  of  Main  and  i..erino  Streets.     (The  ghost  of  Abe  Lincoln  must  have 
'  '  n 


ha-^.d--it  ^-^p.  the  church  on  the  lot  tha.t  had  been  purchased  for  that  purpose 

■■;  Lincoln"--who  signed  the  deed  by  proxy  as  the  husband  of  i.iary  Todd--s.bout 


^"'.i'^h  I  you  some  time  ago.;     The  ovner  not  long  efterward  advertised  the  house, 

:    J  an  illustration,  to  be  sold  at  auction.      Sterling  D.  Coke  bought  it  at  the  high 
bid  of    /,  ,5v0,  if  T  recpll  correctly  (a  profit  of  .p5C0  on  the  deal)  and  m»ade  the  announce- 
m. e n t  as  t "1    '  e d  t  b o v e . 


-  o-n  5 


I  am  slowly  recovering  from  a  six-months'  lay-up  with  a  nervous  break- 
■'orecirte  your  interest  in  m-  heslth.     I  hope  you  are  feeling  "tops,"  a.s- usual. 


"h  best  regprds,  I  era, 


Sincerely  yours. 


Mr,  C.  TvBTi'k  Duirn 

Tteniol  "Boovjh  Blcentazmlal  CoHBlssion 
71^  First  Kstlcmal  Bank  Bldg. 
Lexington,  Kj-, 

My  deer  Nr.  Sunn: 

Thnnlr  you  r9Tj  naich  for  your  Infomatlon  al>out  the 
Mary  Lincoln  Hone.    I  do  not  knov  when  I  hare  read  l>etter  neve 
than  your  lettor  cwitalued. 

I  vender  If  you  vould      vllling  to  eend  me  Sterling  D. 
ColQrtB  address  so  that  Z  might  cangratulate  him  azid  f  orvard  some 
Llneoln  literature  vhlch  I  think  he  vould  like  to  have. 

T«7  truly  j^oure. 


LAV:VH 


Director 


boarBTof  education 


N.  J.  Quickstad,  Superintendent 
Sophia  Mager,  Clerk  of  Board 


Clara  Starr,  President 
Harold  R.  Rogers,  Vice  President 
Dr.  Edward  G.  Sluyter,  Secretary 
(icorge  E.  Ren  ton.  Treasurer 
Trustees  William  A.  Eubank 


School  District 


Sarah  K.  Hepburn 
Clarence  M.  Kimball 


of  the 


City  of  Royal  Oak 


Royal  Oak,  Michigan 


May  8,  1946 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Vv'arren 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Enclosed  find  a  ballot-Best  Magazine  Article.     I  did  not  have 
the  opportunity  to  get  a  real  vote  but  consulted  with  a  few 
readers  with  the  results  as  given. 

We  .lust  returned  from  a  little  vacation  trip  into  the  Smokies 
and  had  a  delightful  visit  at  Lincoln  Memorial  on  the  way  back 
with  Mr.  Mcli/Iurtry  and  also  with  William  H.  Townsend  of  Lexing- 
ton.    There  is  one  thing  that  makes  a  Lincoln  admirer  feel  down 
in  the  mouth  at  Lexington  and  that  is  the  condition  of  the  Todd 
House.     Mr  Townsend  tells  me  the  house  is  about  to  be  razed  and 
room  made  for  a  gas  station.     Five  or  six  thousand  dollars 
would  save  it.     I  am  bringing  up  the  matter  in  our  group  and 
trying  to  start  something  in  the  way  of  a  fund  to  save  the  sit- 
uation.    Don't  you  feel  that  it  would  be  a  worthy  project  if 
all  Q;roups  might  get  together  and  do  something  about  saving 
this  landmark?     If  you  have  any  plans,   I'll  be  glad  to  do  what 
I  can  with  our  Detroit  group.     If  you  have  time,  would  you 
take  the  matter  up  with  Mr.  Townsend  and  find  out  how  quickly 
we  would  have  to  work  in  order  to  save  the  Todd  residence? 

Possibly  I  am  placing  undue  value  on  this  as  a  Lincoln  station, 
but  I  vi^ould  like  to  hear  from  you  and  would  welcome  any  sug- 
gestions. 


OJH:skc 


May  15,  19^6 


Mr.  Otto  J.  Heber 
c/o  High  School 

Royal  Oak,  Michigan  , 

My  dear  Mr.  Heber: 

I  em  eure  that  you  feel  the  eame  vay  that  I  do 
vlth  respect  to  the  Mary  Lincoln  home  In  Lexington  but  I 
don't  know  what  can  be  done  about  it.    At  leaet  three  or 
four  different  tlraee  I  have  tried  to  create  an  Interest 
there  In  the  saving  of  the  old  home.    The  fact  Is,  I  don't 
think  people  like  Mary  Lincoln  and  I  don't  think  the  city 
Itself  iB  at  all  Interested  In  the  Todd  family.  In  fact 
I  think  there  might  be  a  little  opposition  to  memorializing 
Lincoln  there.  I  am  sorry  to  say  this,  but  having  lived 
in  Lexington  many  years,  having  on  occasions  tried  to  create 
an  interest  in  preserving  thie  home,  I  have  almost  given  up. 

Very  truly  yours. 


UW:£B 


Director 


FOR 


WRITTEN  TO 


DATE 


July  B,  194-6 


Jones  &  Turnbull 
608-618       Vine  St. 
Lexington,  Kentucky 

Gentlemen: 

Because  of  my  interest  in  historical  matters,  I  have  been  receiving 
from  time  to  time  the  publication  "Lincoln  Lore**^  which  tells 
incidents  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  life  and  that  of  his  family  as  they 
come  to  light. 

The  latest  bulletin  which  I  have  received  and  which  I  am  enclosing, 
gives  the  news  which.  I  think  ?/ill  be  sad    to  a  good  many  people 
over  the  country,  that  The  Mary  Todd  House,  174-  W.  Main  Street, 
Lexington,  is  to  be  torn  down  to  make  a  filling  station.  This 
certainly  does  seem  to  be  regrettable^  for  Mrs.  Lincoln  ir.  perhaps 
the  most  famous  woman  in  Kentucky. 

I  thought  I  would  send  this  bulleting  along  to  you,  hoping  that 
you  i^ill  be  interested  in  it,  and  that  perhaps  you  can  do  something 
to?,ards  preserving  the  historic  home.    I  know  that  Dr.  Louis  A. 
l^^arren.  Editor  of  "Lincoln  Lore",  would  be  glad  to  help  in  any  way 
he  can.    He  is  with  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,  of  Fort 
'Vayiie,  Indiana.    I,  too,  will  be  interested  to  know  what  is  going 
to  happen  to  the  property.-^- 


Cordially  yours. 


LUTHER  FORD  &  COMPANY 


Allyn  K.  Ford 


hk 
Enc. 


July  1:),  19^6 


i'^:*.  Luther  K,  Ford 
Luther  Ford  i  Co-upany 
Minneapolia  5,  I^^nnesota 

I^y  dear  Mr.  Ford: 

TlinnlcB  very  mucli  for  the  interest  you  have  taken 
ill  hriiigine  public  BontiKent  to  "beesr  upon  the  citizens  of 
heXjjiQiion  to  preserve  the  Mary  Todd  hoine.    I  have  Juet  learned 
the  horn  hae  not  as  yet  "been  raised  bo  I  am  still  hopeful 
it  ioay  yet  bocoiue  a  tiiirins. 

Very  truly  ^aixr^. 


Director 


July- 
Eleven 
1946 


Mr.  Aiiyn  K.  Ford,  /1 
Luther  Ford  &  Company,  | 
Minneapolis,  Minn, 

Dear  Mr.  Ford:  j 

We  have  your  letter  of  the  8th  and  LTnc©ift-4*oi;esj>ubli ca- 
tion regarding  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  heme^ere  in  I>^iington. 
We  are  turning  your  letter  and  tifyif^ovsi^tin  oveiK^^  our 
friend,  Mr.  William  H,  Townsen^r  in  hoses  that  he  \>^n  give 
us  some  information  regardin//ehe  future  status  of  this 
historic  site.  \\ 

As  we  look  from  our  window  heris\jsf'^/^an  see  the  old  Mary 
Todd  home.    Have  of te;a-iTOnd€redN^i^  something  has  not  been 
done  about  it,  howey^^r^''tK^">-^l^^  never 
shown  any  interest/iii  histori)s;al  sr^tj^.    This  is  too  bad 
as  we  have  a  good /mny  touristX  in  Lemngton^  and  know  that 
Mary  Todd  home  woMd  be  one  point  of  interest. 

In  the  past  few  yeaVs  there  was/ some  effort  made  to  re- 
store th^,.-'eid~-^ttes^^.Qn  hom^^  was  the  founder  of 
Lexingtd^f''Tiow'5ver  nb^^tr^^^^f^s  ever  done. 

Will  give  you  whal^V^f o^i^^"tion  we  can  obtain  on  Mary  Todd 
home.rj  ]  I 

ThanksAvery  much ^Jr  your  interest.     If  we  had  a  few  more 
f ellowVH^iLexi,;:^^     who  think  as  you  do  these  historic 
places  wbuI2lS»^re served. 


Sincerely, 


JOJIES  &  TURNBULL 


/ 


/ 


Edward  R,  Turnbull 


ERT:fflf 


i 


COPY  OF  LETTER        luther  ford  &  company,  Minneapolis  3,  minn. 

m-«-»*«-i«.m  the  Manufacturers  of  MRS.  STEWART'S  BLUING 

FOR 

WRITTEN  TO  DATE 

July  17,  1946 


Jones  fk  Turnbull 
608  Vine  St, 

Lexington  31,  Kentucky 

^-ntioni     Mr.  Eaward  P.  Turnbull 

Gentlemen: 

Thanks  a  lot     .1     ;  3^  good  letter  of  July  11.    I  am  glad  to 
know  that  the  old  home  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  that  there  may  still  be  a  chance  to  save  it,  I 
have  already  hearc.  from  Dr»  V  arren  of  Fort  Wayne,  and  I  am 
noyf  writinf^  the  Mayor  of  Lexington,  coi-y  of  letter  is  en- 
closed. 

I  hope  you  will  take  an  interest  yourself,  for  X  think  this 
is  ^.  '  rrtty  important  thine  for  Lexington, 

■''e  haa  a  L;Lncoln  relic  here,  which  ?as  the  railroad  car  in 
which  Llnco La's  body  was  taken  to  Springfield.    The  street 
rallT^ay  company  put  it  at  the  end  of  one  of  their  lines  and 
opend  it  free  to  the  public.    It  vras  examined  by  thousands, 
but  unfortunately,  a  grass  fire  in  the  neii^hborhood  vjas 
blown  toward  it  and  the  car  i?as  destroyed.    That's  what 
happens  to  such  things  unless  you  are  very  careful  indeed. 

I  will  be  glad  if  you  will  keep  me  posted  on  this  matter, 
and  I  hope  that  somethinp,  will  come  of  it.* 

Yours  very  truly, 

LUTHER  FORE  &  COMPANY 


Allyn  K.  lord 


hk 


July  17,  19A6 


The  Mayoi-  oi  Lexington 
texlntton,  Kentucky 

My  dear  Mr#  Mayor: 

:.y  attention  has  been  C;vllec  to  thf:  fact  that  the  Manji  Toclc  Lincoln 
home  in  Lpxington  has  been, in  danger  of  heing  destroyed.    I  f@e.l  that 
BMCh  ?-^r)  '^v'Tif  v.'o\xl<i  be  a  c&lamity  indeed,  for  Mary'  Torip  mny  be,  consi- 
b^e-:'  most  notaole  wonen  In  Kontucky.    ttr  v,oul':  seejii  as 

though  the  huuse  should  be  preserved  as  e  .  si^M'tg ,yl_aridi  t  believe  you 
T!:>ul<?  "ce  surprised  at  .the  nu.nibf^r  of  vl?;ttoPsH5^tTo--ffeHt^^  s. 
f  v^         ..,  through  Lt'xington  \    th«TTr-<o  see  thK\i:>me, 


A  couple  of  inonths  ago  I  spent  n  s»hor; 
as1:onished  and  pleased  at  the  numbei 
are  kept  Ujp  thera,  mfiny  of  v-hieh  a.r"? 
small  fee  is  chargtM,  .  It  brings 
jiret  real" thrills  as  I  do  in  visiM.;:  iil 

It  may  be  thax  you  didn't 
other- partis 'of  the  country^ 
visitors  to  your  city,  su 


I  am. writing  this  to  you 
j.-uggest'-      .:>uld  be,  headed 

interested  to'  K^fo^'^''h.at^ i&ome 

Put  me;  down,  a 
to  'the 


ime  mvYirginia  ,        ^  ,c,.s 

historic  spots  vhich 
3  public.,'  ,  •Sometimes  ,a 
to  t>!^^  ■  st'  te  ^nd  '  they 
c  shrine 5  -. 


f  thet  ^ort  will  brint^ 


eaume/jhat  :.uiy  effort..', along  -the  lines 

by  you.    You  v. ill  teio^/  o.:  -^-^Ir-^vs 
,  and  .,  I  shall  I  r  very  vnach 


beine  cone 


s  1  tor s ,  who  v.'i I i  be  c ouiin g 
home  when  it  is  open. 


y  In'* ton 


'...lally  V 


A.Llvii  K.  Ford 


P«o.  I  heard  that  there  vraa  some  d&n.f;er  of  the  property  being  sold 
for  a  flllinf^  station,  Vvhicb  1:?  tr^?  r--son  I  am  writinr  iK-r. 


V  LUTHER  FORD  L  COMPANY 

IDO  NORTH  SEVENTH   ST.  •  MINNEAPOLIS    3   •  MINNESOTA 


FACTO  R I E  S 
ALTON    •    M  I  N  N  e  A  P  O  LI  S 
PASAOCIMA  >  WINNIPEG 


"SINCE 
1BB3" 


July  17,  1946 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Warren: 

You  will  be  interested  in  the  copy  of  letter  just 
receivec  from  my  brokers.  Jones  &  Turnbull  of  Lexington, 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

I  am  also  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I 

am  writing  to  the  mayor  of  Lexington  in  the  hopes  that 

this  will  stir  up  something. 

I  donH  know  that  the  opinion  of  a  man  in  Minnesota  t 
will  make  any  particular  difference  dol^^l  in  Tnnng^ssf?Q,/tl^^.CfccA^ 
but  you  never  can  tell.    I  am  glad  to  do  w&t  I  can  for  J 
such  a  good  cause.* 


Yours 


truly 


hk 

Enc, 


I:  BELIEVE    IT    DR    NDT-     THIS    LETTER    IS    SIGNED    WITH    MRS.    STEWART'  S    BLUING!     TRY   IT  YOURSELF. 


LAW  OFFICES 


HEINTZ  S  HEINTZ 


M. G.  H  E I NTZ 


VICTOR  HEINTZ 


18  EAST  FOURTH  STREET 


CINCI  NNATI 


July  11,  1945. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  V/arren 
1301  3.  Harrison  Street, 
Ft.  ?/ayne  1,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Every  time  I  have  passed  through  Lexington  during  the 
last  few  years  I  have  been  fearful  that  I  --''/ould  see  a  parking 
lot  on  the  site  of  the  girlhood  hone  of  llavy  Todd  Lincoln. 
Now  it  seems  to  he  in  imninent  peril.     I  hope,  however,  that 
your  notice  in  Lincoln  Lore  ""ill  arouse  the  people  in  Lexington, 
and  perhaps  elsev>/here  to  the  point  of  saving  her  home  and 
restoring  it. 

vVe  have  lust  comipleted  the  purchase  in  this  city  of  the 
Beecher  hom.estead  where  Harriet  Beecher  Stov^/e  spent  severfel  years, 
and  where  her  father  lived  for  eighteen  years.    After  paying  for 
it  "by  private  subscription,  v/e  turned  it  over  to  the  State  of 
Ohio  which  v-ill  maintain  it  in  perpetuity,  I  hope. 

YJith  kindest  personal  regards,  I  am, 


Very  trul^,^  yours  , 


LxGH :  Ml 


July  15,  19^6 


Kr.  Mlciiael  Beintz 
18  East  foiirtii  St. 
Clnclzmatl  2,  Ohio 

deer  Mr,  Helatzi 

Thank  you  for  your  oofment  on  the  Nery  Todd  hone 
at  Lexlngtcsa  and  laey  I  ooz^liiaant  you  on  being  able  to  preserve 
the  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  building.    Poeeibly  you  may  be  able 
aoooag^lish  aoiissthing  at  Lexington  by  continually  keeping  before 
the  people  the  neceeeity  of  saving  this  ho:M>. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAWtUM 


Diiector 


THE  LINCOLN  ROOM 


14  RIPLEY  TERRACE 
NEWTON  CENTRE  59,  MASS. 

July  9,  1946 

Dear  Dr.  Warren:  .  : 

Your  recent  article  in  Lincoln  Lore  and  with    letter  from 
Goleman,  in  Lexington,  tell  me  of  the  possiblity  of  the  demolishing  of 
Ellerslie  and  the  Main  Street  home  of  Mary  Todd.  This  must  not  he  done,  esp- 
ecially in  the  case  of  the  Main  St,  house. 

I  have  quite  a  personal  interest  in  this  thing,  at  the  moment, 
aside  from  the  Lincoln-Todd  standpoint.  My  idea,  whether  or  not  feasihle,  is 
this . 

For  seven  months,  I  have  been  unemployed,  with  the  possibility 
of  having  to  dispose  of  what  I  have  in  my  Lincoln  collection,  which  now  has 
gohe  beyond  the  2000  mark. 

You,  with  McClelland,  Tomsend  and  others,  must  know  someone, 
or  several  people,  that  would  be  interested  enough  that  they  v/ould  furnish 
the  small  amount  to  purchase  triis  place.  A  few  years  ago,  when  on  the  market, 
I  believe  the  price  asked  was>:^8000.  It  possibly  would  be  higher  now. 

If  the  place  could  be  had,  and  as  someone  has  suggested,  the 
store  part  used  as  a  gift  shop,  the  rest  used  as  a  shrine,  I  believe  there 
are  enough  people  interested  right  in  Lexington,  who  would  donate,  or  at 
least  loan,  relics  enough  to  fit  some  part  of  it  up. 

Being  myself,  unencumbered,  either  domestically,  or  with  a 
job,  I  could  easily  move  to  Lexington  and  be  made  Curator  or  Custodian,  With 
my  ovm  personal  Lincoln  collection,  I  could  fit  up  one  room,  that  v/ould  be 
of  interest,  that  I  am  certain.  If  three  rooms  could  be  set  aside,  including 
a  kitchen,  I  could  live  on  the  spot,  solving  that  end  of  it. 

In  the  hours  when  the  place  was  not  kept  open,  I  could  then 
carry  on  my  Lincoln  research,  a  thing  that  has  been  difficult  while  working 
at  a  regular  job, 

I  do  not  need  to  flatter  myself,  when  I  state  that  I  v/ould 
make  a  good  Custodian.  I  know  the  Lincoln-Todd  story  and  could  present  an  int 
eresting  sales-talk  to  visitors,  whereas  an  indifferent  person  v/ould  present 
just  what  was  necessary,  leaving  interested  visitors  hanging  in  mid-air,  as 
they  say. 

Letters  on  this  subject  are  going  forward  this  morning  to  both 
McClelland  and  Coleman  and  if  there  are  others  that  it  occurs  to  me,  would 
be  interested  in  such  a  plan,  I  shall  also  v/rite  to  them. 

May  I  have  your  ideas  on  this?  And  soon/  Certainly,  there  are 
enough  people  interested,  that  should  know  how  easily  such  a  plan  could  be 
put  into  operation. 

With  all  good  wishes,  •  ,' 


July  15,  191*6 


Mr.  Claude  Simonds 
Ik  Blpley  Terrace 
Nevton  Centre  ^9,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  SlMoondsa 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  July  9  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  BooetMng  loay  be  done  to  laelp  you  realize  your 
aiabition  with  respect  to  the  Todd  hoiae  at  Iiezington, 

I  iiave  had  several  letters  from  various  Individuals 
cofflfisendlng  the  attempt  to^reserve  the  "building  hut  no  very 
definite  stateisients  of  interest  as  far  as  helping  to  finance 
the  problem.    Oi'  course  ^  I  vould  be  delighted  to  see  eoms  deeply 
interested  Lincoln  student  become  curator  of  the  aemorial  if  one 
is  created, 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAV:WM 


Director 


l^.  C,  SYmk  Sam 
Tsmtm  Ami 

%  dear  Hr.  Hmmt 

Of  cui£v-0e  I  ^  deli^tM  to  tocjif  tJsat  you  isre  taMag 
€En  active  pstrt  in  foml-ng  ft  ^otjg?  tliat  ifill  look  to  i3m 
ys^smntia^  <x?  Mstorical  ©Xt^s  imd  l>ttiMlns&j  in  t':^  City  of 

Gsrbaialy  lao  cit;«  to  all  tfeo  iraet  OiMtrl'bwted  aca'» 
to  t!ie  ciil.tiiral  ataoigb^  of  th^  fmoibijm?* 

m  wmy  still  M  a-mi.la'bl^  for  -^irmiiTmtim  should  mut  certainly 

yitb  tl»»  vmt  ^m^llmst  camdttm  css^in-M  for  auch 
a  taak  ocsiad  3?®al  jarogs^«sa  ia  tlii!i  projeefc  stiould  Ixi  ik®©ur«id. 

¥<iry  truly  yoara. 


I>.  A.  ^luren 


Birector 


Preston  Arms,  Lexington  41,  Ky.,  September  5,  1949. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  "/arren, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  \7ayne,  Ind, 

Dear  Dr.  V/arren: 

I  appreciate  your  nice  letter  of  August  25,  and  took  the  liberty  of 
publishing  it,  as  per  clipping  herewith. 

Since  I  do  not  want  to  disclose  publicly  the  rumor--from  a  well-founded 
source- -that  the  ovmer  of  the  Mary  Todd  Home  intends  to  raze  it  as  soon  as 
construction  costs  become  lower,  I  was  glad  to  be  able  to  again  refer  to 
the  historical  house  by  quotirg  your  letter.    It  has  been  so  long  since 
anyone  has  featured  it  in  publicity  of  any  kind  that  I  presume  the  ovmer 
thought  it  was  completely  forgotten  and  he  could  go  ahead  and  tear  it  down. 

The  Mary  Todd  Home  is  the  only  thing  in  Lexingion^  of  any  consequence 
whatever,  that  does  not  have  a  picture  postcard.    I  called  attention  to  this 
in  the  column  of  "JAY  JAY"  at  one  time,  but  that  did  not  bring  the  picture 
postcard.    The  racks  in  the  ten-cent,  cigar  and  drug  stores  are  full  of  Lex- 
ington scenes,  besides  the  many  on  horses  and  horse  farms,  but  no  Mary  Todd 
Eome~-BV.d  there  never  has  been  one.     I  spoke  to  a  Gurt-Teich  rl^intative 
(since  dead)  about  it  several  years  ago,  and  his  reply  wasj  "l^.Tio's  going  to 
pay  for  it?"    He  said  someone  (an  individual,  an  orgsinization,  md  a  drug  store, 
say)  had  to  order  5,000  before  his  company  would  produce  the  card.    He  said 
severel  stores  could  consolidate  the  order,  just  so  it  was  5,000,  and  looked 
at  me  as  though  he  thought  I  might  undertake  it.    I  told  him  I  v;as  not  in- 
terested to  that  extent--in  fact,  was  only  curious  to  know  why. 

With  best  regards  and  thanking  you  for  the  Lincoln  Lore  regularly,  I  am, 


Sincerely  yours, 


C.  Frank  Dunn 


•  Readers'  Lei 

Preservation  Of  Sites 
Editor.  The  He«lJ'„,„.  director 
o.'JSe  Soln'^N.Su'.^  Foun- 
-;.r.rdenf  S  S  -.now  t,,at 

the  preserving  of  hisio 

and  buildings  m  the  aii 

ington.   Certainly  no  ^ity  ^^^^ 

the  West  contributea  n 
liultural  ^P'^fl^nSon  still 
r  tier.  Ina^'^^Ht^l  importance  as 
;  retains  ^^s  cuUmaymP  eh  ^ 
;  a  university  center 

:  available    for   pr  ^uated. 

-rre^Tprtrei^^^^^  ^-^M^ 

should  be  assured^  ^he  ^ 

Several    years    ago-  jn-^ 

Lincoln  Foundation  had  ^^ee  U 

Huced  to  consider  PV'^''"         it  a 
Sy  Todd  House  to  make^;  \ 
national   shrme    the  ^.^^  on 

LawwiU  tried  to  get^an    ^  ^^^^^^  1 

it-  The  or  toSs  come  here  P 
saying,  "Why,  tour  sts  ^^^^  ^ 

evei-y  day  a^d  I  get         L^^will,  1 
each  one  fjjfj^,^  of  a  museum  U 
seeing       .^.^"^S^^^'^         do  they  ' 
in  the  house  a^l^e^-         ^he  rep  y 
-^^°^S'Voo"Sep-  Lincoln 

^^l^^Vat  ''how  many  people  5n 
At  that,   nuw         j-pverence  for 
Lexington  have  tbat  "^^i.^ted 
the  Mary  To^^,S)Jih  they  don't 
Lincoln,   even  thougn  r' 
have  to  pay  25  cents  a 


— Herald  Photo 

MARY  TODD  HOME  ON  WEST  MAIN— The  former  Mary  Todd  home,  above,  at  574  West  Main  street, 
is  one  of  "rare  historical  importance  that  is  being  permitted  to  depart  seriously  from  its  appearance 
because  of  lack  of  local  interest,"  C.  Frank  Dunn,  local  historian  said  yesterday.  Dunn  has  ap- 
pointed a  15-person  committee  to  work  toward  preservation  and  protection  of  historical  buildings  and 
Bites.  The  Todd  home  was  built  in  1806  by  Capt.  Mathias  Shryock,  father  of  two  noted  architects, 
{Gideon  and  Cincinnatus  Shryock.  It  was  constructed  for  William  Paul  Monteer,  Revolutionary  War 
veteran  who  opened  the  "Sign  of  the  Green  Tree"  tavern  there. 

Historian  Selects  15  For  Committee 
To  Protect  Historical  Buildings,  Sites 

Lexington  is  preparing  to  join  a 
national  movement  to  preserve  and 
protect  buildings  and* sites  that  re- 
flect the  story  of  the  struggle  for 
independence  and  the  background 
history  before  and  during  Indian 
occupancy  of  such  regions  as  Cen- 
tral, Kentucky,  C.  Frank  Dunn, 
local  historian,  said  yesterday. 

Mr.  Dunn  has  been  requested  by 
the  National  Council  for  Historic 
Sites  and  Buildings  to  name  a  local 
committee  for  national  co-opera- 
tion and  has  selected  as  members 
the  living  and  resident  recipients 
of  the  Optimist  Cup.  Dr.  Dunn  was 
the  first  Lexingtonian  honored  by 
the  club. 

He  announced  that  recipients  se- 
lected to  constitute  the  committee 
are  Adolph  Rupp,  Edward  S.  Dab- 
ney,  Washington  Reed,  Dr.  A.  W. 
Fortune,  Mrs.  Floyd  Wright,  Mrs. 
Louis  Lee  Haggin,  William  H. 
Courtney,  C.  W.  Sulier,  Fred  B. 
Wachs,  Len  B.  Shouse,  John  G. 
Cramer,  W.  Emmet  Milward,  Miss 
Linda  Neville,  Dr.  Frank  L.  Mc- 
Vey  and  Ed  S.  Wilder. 

"The  annual  Optimist  Cup  award 
has  been  made  for  distinguished, 
unselfish  service  to  the  community 


and  in  most  instances  has  been  be- 
stowed for  outstanding  work  in  im- 
proving, never  for  destroying,  Lex- 
ington's heritage,"  the  historian  de- 
clared. 

He  said  the  committee  is  expect- 
ed to  designate  local  shrines  and 
historic  sites  to  be  preserved  and 
published  so  that  tourists  may  know 
of  the  vast  treasure  cheSt  that 
exists  in  this  city  and  vicinity. 

The  national  council  defines 
such  historic  structures  or  sites  as 
"the  points  or  bases  in  which  the 
broad  political,  social  or  cultural 
history  of  the  nation,  state  or  re- 
gion is  best  exemplified  and  from 
which  the  visitor  can  grasp  the 
larger  patterns  of  national,  state 
or  regional  history."  The  move  for 
preservation  includes  also  "sites 
exemplifying  in  a  high  degree  the 
history  and  achievements  of  ab- 
original man  in  America." 

The  council  contends  that  "once 
rescued  for  present  and  future  gen- 
erations, a  fine  landmark  or  build- 
ing of  the  past  can  speak  more 
vividly  of  the  men  and  women  who 
built  America  than  perhaps  any 
other  historical  document." 

The  perpetuation  of  our  irre- 
placeable historic  heritage,  more 
seriously  than  at  any  other  time  in 
recent  decades,  is  threatened  by 
the  urgent  but  undiscriminating 
demands  of  postwar  public  and 
private  construction,  the  growth  of 
population,  the  spread  of  commer- 
cial and  residential  developments 
and  the  changing  ways  of  life  and 
Bociety,  the  council  says. 

Lexington  and  Fayette  County 
certainly  qualify  in  every  respect 
for  such  a  movement,  Mr.  Dunn 
pointed  out,  declaring  there  are 
180  houses  in  Lexington  and  50  in 
Fayette  county  of  primary  histor- 
ical importance  that  have  been 
earmarked  as  "monuments"  for 
preservation. 

He  said  Fayette  county  further 
qualifies  by  having  an  ancient  for- 
tification three  miles  east  of  Lex- 
ington that  was  described  at  great 
length  by  Rafinesque,  in  his  An- 
cient Annals  of  Kentucky.  Much  of 
this  great  earthen  fort  remains 
today  and,  together  with  the  one 
already  preserved  on  the  Mt. 
Horeb  pike,  offers  a  rare  attraction 
to  scientists,  historians  and  the 
touring  public,  the  historian  stated. 

Mr.  Dunn  declared  the  Mary 
Todd  home,  574  West  Main  street, 
Uras  "an  example  of  the  neglect  of 
these  shrines  and  sites." 

"The   Lincoln   Foundation,"  he 


I  stated,  "tried  to  purchase  this  his- 
toric house  for  restoration  and 
preservation  more  than  15  years 
ago,  but  the  owner  refused  to  sell. 

"Not  only  is  the  house  being 
permitted  to  become  shabby,"  the 
historian  continued,  "but  even  the 
I  City  of  Lexington  seems  to  have 
lost  all  interest  in  it,  permitting  a 
historical  marker  at  the  place  to 
remain  bent  over  for  probably 
three  years." 

"This  house  where  President 
Lincoln,  his  wife  and  family  visit- 
ed should  be  saved,  just  as  'Ash^ 
land'  now  is  assured  of  preserva- 
tion." he  said. 


September  19^9 


Mr.  Co  j^nsuc^  Dunn 
PrestoB  Anas 
LexiBgt'OR  kli  Kentucky 

ds&r  Mr.  Immi 

It  aeeiso  to  sae  that  sObc-  ysai's  Say^r 
Institute  did  take  some  ijaterest  isa  th«  Maa*y  LimroXn 
stosy  and, possibly  thro«|^  eoro  sacii  ors£uiisatXo%  a 
reviT&i  of  attentim  siig^^tt  be  brouiiht  about  if  this 
Iiaxiiigtoa  vcsmm^as  Or*  Erons  f©elis,  bM  no  gPK^perior  ia 
the  first  ojae  htmdr^d  years  of  woBea  eateriag  the 
White  House,  that  Iz,  m  far  m  her  ©daicatiou  is 
concerned. 

Tim  Todd  fmll^  vd^a  undoubtedly  sponsors  of . 
iid^aer  education  in  the  West  and  it  seeias  too  had  that 
m  ■luostnTiSat  of  sor^e  typQ^^  sueh  as  the  hOEse  where  the  Biost 
distiniTUished  WOTN^a  of  the  fmtl^  limd^  noiild  not  be 
pi-'es£W6d  hy  a  city  so  ^feply  inte-^^^stad  in  education  aa 
Ketituc^. 

I  e:!spect  to  be  in  Ciacitamti  durtec  the  last  weals 
in  October.    If  Bjy  services  co-old  he  of  ©Ai''  value  ia 
creating  an  interest  in  the  project  through  speeches  before 
colleges  and  luncheon  cluba  and  other  groups^  I  would  be 
happy  to  coTjoe  to  Lexington  for  a  day  or  t'ufO;^  vith  no  expense 
whateirer  attached  to      visit  * 

I  am  eur®  the  Lincoln  Haticnoal  Life  Foundation 
could  not  now  be  interested  in  financing  any  pro^t  with 
reference  to  the  house  ^uch  as  it  could  have  been  a  few 
years  ago. 

We  would  be  keenly  intei^stedj,  hovjever,  but  there 
does  not  Qmm  to  be  local  swane  for  the  preservation  or 
taking  the  ssatter      vith  several  qovxcqg  of  Lincoln  influence 
to  Bee  vhaX  sight  be  done  with  respect  to  the  preservation  of 
the  house* 

Very  truly  yours. 


L«A  .Warren:  £B 


Director 


Preston  Arms,  Lexington  4-1,  Ky.,  Setiternbei"  9,  1949.  . 
Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Director,  Lincoln  Llatl.  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  "■■ayne ,  Ind  . 

Dear  Dr.  Warrens 

I  am  afraid,  judj;ing  r'rora  your  letter  of  the  7th,  that  my  interest  in  having 
the  Mary  Todd  Home  preserved  was  misunderstood.     It  v;as  not  to  glorify  womanhooii, 
as  discourteous  and  undignified  as  that  may  sound,  but  the  martyred  President^, that 
I  aliA'ays  have  felt  the  house,  where  his  wife  lived  and  which  he  visited,  should 
not  be  razed.     It  raay  sound  strange  to  you  (and  to  anyone  else  who  has  not  lived 
here  for  the  31  years  I  have  and  contacted  the  leading  men  an-i  women  of  this  com- 
munity) for  me  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  any  woman  here  would  head  a  movement 
to  preserve  the  house,  for  several  reasons  (all  of  which  also  may  sound  strange): 
that  almost  everyone  knows  it  was  a  house  of  ill  fame  for  so  many  years,  that 
nearly  all  the  women  I  know  (and  who  are  leaders  in  every  society  here)  are  de- 
scendants of  Confederates  and  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  restore  the  place 
(you  are  fully  familiar  v;ith  Mary  Toddfe  ovm  description  of  its  setting,  in  a  large 
a::d  beautiful  garden,  now  occupied  on  Lain  Street  by  modern  dwellings  and  in  the 
rear  by  the  large  warehouse,  the  proprietor  of  which  owns  it  and  vi/ants  to  tear  it 
down  to  expand  his  warehouse).     I  have  no  fear,  now,  wh8.tever  that  it  will  be 
razed  since  I  featured  it  with  that  story  and  let  the  owner  know  it  is  included 
in  the  "monuments"  listed  (at  their  request)  by  me  with  the  City  Planning  Commis- 
sion.       I  merely  used  the  reference  to  the  fact  that  the  Lincoln  .Tatl.  Life 
Assn.  officials  favored  buying  it  for  a  shcine  (they  were  Gov.  Sampson's  guests 
in  my  care  the  day  we  rode  frora  Frankfort  to  Lexington  for  the  Katl.  Fox  Hunt, 
twenty  years  ago)  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  it  is  not  unknovm  to  the  nation. 

As  I  say,  no  one  here  would  head  a  movement  to  buy  it  (and  personally,  I 
have  declined  to  head  any  campaigns,  make  any  speeches,  or  attend  committee 
meetings,  including  my  own  Rotary  ClubJ  since  and  during  my  three-year  illness) 
particularly  in  viev;  of  the  fact  that  when  Mrs.  Bullock  died  recently,  she  be- 
queathed her  interest  in  "Ashland"  provided  the  public  raised  the  remainder  of 
the  funds  to  purchase  and  set  up  as  a  shrine  the  Henry  Clay  riome.    Everyone  I 
know  who  could  be  of  help  in  such  an  enterprise  is  identified  with  the  effort 
(Mrs.  Bullock  timed  her  gift)  to  acquire  the  home  if  at  all  possible  before  the 
"dead  line"  is  reached — and  they  have  not  YET  got  around  to  a  campaign. 

Our  mutual  friend,  Gov.  Flem  D.  Sampson  dropped  in  on  me  in  the  deed-book 
room  at  the  Court  House  this  afternoon.    He  had  written  me  aoout  10  days  ago, 
reminiscing  on  the  p:entucky  Progress  Magazine,  etc.,  and  I  had  replied  a  few 
days  ago.    So,  after  swapping  coraplime^its  for  some  time  he  said  that  what  he 
came  for  was  to  get  me  to  come  down  to  Barbourville  to  head  gp  the  publicity 
drive  for  the  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  bicentenary  in  1950.     I  soon  stopped  him  with? 
"'7a-a-a-ait  a  minute,  Governor.    I  am  asked  every  week  by  DAR  and  other  societies 
to  address  them,  but  I  wound  up  with  that  when  I  was  taken  ill  four  years  ago, 
and  have  declined  all  invitations.    My  suggestion  is  that  you  get  that  Lincoln 
university  at  Harrogate,  Tenn.--they  had  enough  national  influence  to  get  Cumber- 
land Natl.  Memorial,  around  Cumberland  Gap,  established  and  they  have  a  magazine, 
which  is  Something  important  for  such  an  enterprise  as  you  are  interested  in-- 
to  "nationalize"  your  proposed  celebration  in  1950."    He  said  he  had  data  on 
Dr.  Vfelker' s  travels,  etc.,  v/hen  I  interrupted  to  reraark,  "Now,  Governor,  I  have 
had  Dr.  Walker's  Journal  in  my  library  for  years  and  know  a  great  deal  about 
Dr.  'Valker  that  the  Journal  does  not  begin  to  tell  about  him — but  so  does  Lincoln 
University,  so  you  had  better  take  my  tip."    But  I  was  tickled  to  see  him--I  had 
not  heard  from  him  for  years.  Sincerely, 


C.  Frank  Dunn. 


